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TN THR CLAIMS; 

Claim 1 has been amended as follows: 

1. (amended) A method for preventing or treating ototoxicity 
in a patient exposed to noise for a time and at an intensity 
sufficient to result in ototoxicity, the method comprising 
administering to said patient an effective amount of an 
otoprotective agent comprising a compound containing a methionine 
or a methionine -like moiety having the structural formula: 

CH3(CH,)„S(CH2)„-CH-X 

I 

Y 

whPrPin m is an integer from 0 t o 3 : n is an integer from 1 
ho 3; X = -CO0R^• Y = -NR'R^ = H or a subs tituted or 
unsubstitnted. straight or branched chain alk yl group having 1 to 
fi carbon atoms; R^ = H or a substi tuted or unsubstituted. 
straight or branched chain acvl g roup having 1 to 6 carbon atoms; 
and = H or a substituted or unsubstit uted, straight or 
branched chain acvl group having 1 to 6 carbon atoms; or 

a pharmaceutical Iv acceptab le salt thereof. 

Claim 2 has been cemcelled. 

Claim 3 has been amended as follows: 

3. The method of claim [2] 1, wherein said otoprotective 
agent is selected from the group consisting of D-methionine , L- 
methionine, a mixture of D-methionine and L-methionine , 
methioninol, hydroxy methionine, ethionine, S-adenosyl-L- 
methionine, a pharmaceutical ly acceptable salt thereof, and a 
combination thereof. 


